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trialized nation which had now also to goveraran Empire.
The result is best typified, not at all in Tom Brown of
Rugby, but in men like Sir Robert Morant, a great civil
servant in the direct line of descent from the Ghadwicks
and Kaye Shuttleworths of the Reform Era in the
'thirties. Middle class in origin, and with a profes-
sionalism of spirit and expertise quite alien to the amateur
temper of a ruling aristocracy, they were nevertheless
trained in the traditional curriculum But with a differ-
ence: their teachers were no longer "pure" scholars,
linguistic savants or literary " appreciators ", but pohlici,
men deeply concerned with the social and political
problems of contemporary life, steeped in philosophy,
and well able to generalize the mature thought of the
ancient world in terms of contemporary necessity. The
Oxford of the days of Jowett and T H. Green and the
establishment of a rigorous system of selection for the
higher civil service belong to the same phase of social-
cultural history. Government had become too complex
and specialized for the day-to-day handling of its details
by aristocratic amateurs. But the ruling class did not
surrender the function, it turned to a new source of
supply for the necessary professionals, taking care, how-
ever, that these should be trained in that same classical
tradition by which they themselves had been formed.
What was not so dearly noticed in this development
was its effect upon the educational attitude towards the
classical tradition itself. The vocational (or " special")
import that it had never wholly lacked was strengthened.
Without ceasing to be linguistic and literary, it became
more philosophical, with attention concentrated both on
the substance of ancient thought and achievement and
on the relevance of these to the contemporary situation.
Moreover, its philosophical content was studied in close